Cancer mortality in the 30s foretells cancer of the 80s in Louisiana.
Examination of secular trends suggests that the high cancer mortality rates of the 1980s could have been foretold by the excessive rates in the 1930s in Louisiana. Those same sites which were excessive in the 1930s, reflecting exposure to risk factors in the early 1900s, still predominate in the 1980s. Because of the poor survival associated with lung cancer and the increase in smoking, the increase in lung cancer had the greatest impact on the mortality trend in the all sites combined category. The stability of the cancer problem and the lack of progress in reducing cancer over the last 50 years is seen as a harbinger of the cancer problem over the next 50 years.